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BUILDING = PEST = POOL SAFETY INSPECTIONS

SIMPLE WAYS TO PREVENT INSECTS
AND RODENTS FROM ENTERING THE HOME

01. INSTALL AND MAINTAIN SCREENS ON ALL DOORS AND WINDOWS

If you don't have screen doors on your home, install them. Repair or replace any torn or damaged window screens. Use
fine mesh screening to prevent all but the tiniest insects from entering your home.

02. SEAL AROUND ALL DOORS

If air and light can pass through, insects can get in. Install tight-fitting thresholds and door seals to the bottoms of exterior
doors.

03. SEAL CRACKS IN YOUR HOME'S FOUNDATION, EXTERIOR WALLS, AND FASCIA BOARDS

Any crack in the exterior walls of your home is a welcome sign to insects. Grab a tube of paintable silicone and inspect
your home from top to bottom. Seal any cracks you find.

04. SEAL AROUND SERVICE PIPES AND ELECTRICAL PENETRATIONS IN EXTERNAL WALLS

Check where the hot water unit is located the electrical conduit and water pipes may have tiny cracks around them which
must be sealed to prevent vermin entering the property.
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09. GET RID OF CLUTTER

Insects need places to hide, and a cluttered home is a insect's paradise. Recycle unneeded boxes and
newspapers promptly. Keep laundry in clothes baskets. Keep your floor clear of belongings, and put
things away after you use them.

10. CLEAN UP AFTER YOUR PETS

Some insects like pet food, and others like pet waste. Clean your pet's food dishes regularly, and don't
leave extra pet food accessible. Store dry food in air tight containers. Scoop and clean your cat's litter
box daily. Wash your pet's bed or favourite blanket regularly.

11. TAKE THE GARBAGE OUT FREQUENTLY

If you can smell it (even a little), it's going to attract insects. In fact, insects are much more sensitive to
odours than we are, so even if you can't smell it, it may attract bugs. If you're really worried about insect
pests in your home, empty your garbage often. Line your bins with plastic garbage bags, and tie them
tight before you put them in your wheelie bin

12. RINSE RECYCLABLES THOROUGHLY

Your recycling bin is a smorgasbord for bugs. soft drink cans, beer bottles, and pet food cans will all
attract insects if they aren't rinsed out thoroughly.
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13. SCRUB YOUR RUBBISH BINS

Even with your garbage in plastic bags, there's bound to be a spill or torn bag now and then. Scrub out
all of your trash bins to eliminate smells and sticky substances that may attract insects. Several times
per year, use a solution of bleach to clean your outdoor bins thoroughly, especially if you keep them
close to your house

14. CLEAN UP YOUR YARD

Mulch, leaves, and garden debris can all harbour insects. Keep mulch away from your home's
foundation, and clean up any accumulated organic matter. Mow your lawn regularly, and keep it short
near your house.

15. PRUNE TREES AND SHRUBS

When trees and shrubs come in contact with your home, they function as highways for insects on the
move. Keep tree branches pruned so they don't rest on your roof. Prune shrubs away from windows and
doors.

This can cause a bridging effect, where the nuisance insect can cross over avoiding the treated area
below.

Most of these items can be purchased at your local hardware store.

CALL 0447 BUTLER TODAY
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